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What’s Inside?

For more than 70 years, Ralph 
Clayton, 91, and Leon Grisbaum, 

98, have shared a friendship rooted in 
hard work, adventure and a deep love 
for the community they helped shape.

Their friendship began in the early 
1950s, shortly after Labor Day in 
Ocean City, back when the island 
emptied out after summer visitors left.

“There wasn’t anybody there in the 
offseason,” Leon recalled with a laugh. 
“You could sit all day waiting for 
somebody to walk into your office.”

One day, Leon stepped outside Berger 
Realty and saw a young Ralph Clayton 
operating a front-end loader, digging a 
cesspool next door.

That chance encounter sparked a 
lifelong friendship.

At the time, Ralph was building 
his construction and development 

company, and both men were ambitious, 
hardworking and willing to take risks.

Soon after meeting, the two realized they 
shared a dream of  flying and eventually 
bought an airplane together, despite neither 
having much money to spare at the time. 

Leon still laughs about the timing.

“I had bought my wife a washer/dryer on 
credit for Christmas,” he said. “By summer, 
I didn’t have the money to pay for it. So we 
had to give the washer/dryer back … and 
instead, Ralph and I bought an airplane. 
My wife never let me live that down.”

The airplane became part business tool, 
part adventure machine. Leon used it to fly 
real estate contracts to clients, while Ralph 
embraced the thrill of  flying itself. 
Photo: Ralph Clayton (left) and Leon Grisbaum (right) 
share a smile during a recent visit. Friends for more than 
70 years, the two helped shape the shore community 
through their businesses, adventurous spirit and enduring 
commitment to Shore Medical Center, where they are proud 
members of  the Lightkeeper’s Society.

Welcome to our  
Newest Members
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“Ralph was fearless,” Leon said.  
“If there was an autobiography  
about Ralph, no one would believe it.”

Their flying stories sound almost 
impossible today. Planes lacked radios 
and navigation systems, so they relied on 
gas station maps, railroad tracks and the 
shoreline to find their way.

“Lucky I’m alive,” Ralph joked.

Over the years, both men built 
businesses that helped shape the shore 
community. Leon became a fixture 
in Ocean City real estate, while Ralph 
expanded his construction company 
and developed marinas, housing 
communities and other ventures 
throughout the region.

Both men also became longtime 
supporters of Shore Medical Center.

For Leon, that support began with a 
conversation with his wife many years ago.

“She said, ‘We use the hospital, and 
we’ve never contributed to it,’” Leon 
remembered. “I told her, ‘They’re doing 
fine without us.’ But she said, ‘No. We 
should give.’”

That first major gift marked the 
beginning of decades of support.

“It was worthwhile,” Leon said.  
“They take super care of us.”

Leon remains a strong advocate for  
local healthcare.

“There is certainly no need to go to 
Philadelphia when there is great care 
right here,” he said. “Shore Medical 
Center is up to date, which is one of  
the reasons I continue to donate.”

For Ralph, Shore has been part of his 
life from the beginning. Born at Atlantic 
Shores, the predecessor to Shore Medical 
Center, in 1935, he remembers when 
there were few healthcare options nearby.

“Nobody else had a hospital,” he said. 
“But we had one.”

Over the years, Shore cared for Ralph,  
his family and the employees who 
worked for his companies. Both  
Ralph and Leon also welcomed  
their children at Shore, making the 
hospital part of some of life’s most 
meaningful moments.

The family’s connection to Shore 
extends across generations. Ralph’s 
daughter, Jill Casaccio, said having  
a trusted community hospital has 
brought peace of mind to their family 
over the years.

“When healthcare becomes complicated, 
it’s reassuring to know there are people 
at Shore who can help guide you and 
connect you with the right resources,” 

Leon Grisbaum, left, and Ralph Clayton helped shape our shore community through decades of  business leadership and philanthropy. They remain proud and dedicated  
supporters of  Shore Medical Center and local healthcare, grateful for the expert care they receive close to home.

she said. “That support has meant a 
great deal to our family.”

Ralph summed it up more simply.

“You hope you don’t need a hospital,”  
he said. “But when you do, it’s 
important to have one you trust.”

Today, both Ralph and Leon are 
proud members of Shore Medical 
Center’s Lightkeeper’s Society, 
reflecting their longstanding 
commitment to keeping exceptional 
healthcare close to home.

That loyalty reflects the same qualities 
that defined both men throughout 
their lives: resilience, independence 
and commitment to community.

Today, even after more than seven 
decades, their friendship remains one 
of deep respect, shared history and 
countless stories.

“We probably got along so well 
because we didn’t see each other too 
often,” Leon joked.

But beneath the humor is a 
remarkable truth: their friendship 
endured through decades of change, 
growth, challenges and success.

And through it all, Shore Medical 
Center has been honored to be part 
of their story.

(continued from page 1)
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Members of  Shore’s Quality and Regulatory team display several of  the national awards and recognitions earned by 
Shore Medical Center, reflecting our shared commitment to safe, high-quality care. 

is one of  the most prestigious honors 
in healthcare, recognizing exceptional 
performance in quality, safety, and 
clinical outcomes.

“Being named a Top Hospital signifies 
that we deliver clinical outcomes and 
patient safety on par with the best in 
the country, while remaining locally 
accessible,” DeJoseph says. “That 
balance is what makes community 
hospitals like Shore so essential.”

Shore also earned three consecutive 
Leapfrog “A” Hospital Safety Grades 
in Spring 2025, Fall 2025, and Spring 
2026. The Leapfrog Group evaluates 
hospitals nationwide on preventable 
harm, including infections, medication 
errors, and surgical complications.  
An “A” rating places Shore among  
the safest hospitals in the country. 

“Three consecutive A grades mean 
sustained performance,” DeJoseph 
says. “It reflects reliable systems, 
transparency, and a culture that never 
stops focusing on safety.”

A Flawless Joint 
Commission Survey
This spring, Shore completed 
its triennial Joint Commission 
accreditation survey under the 
organization’s new, more rigorous 
360-degree review process. Surveyors 
examined operations across the 

At Shore Medical Center, caring 
for our community has always 

meant more than providing medical 
treatment. It means treating every 
patient like family, supporting one 
another as a team, and working every 
day to deliver the safest, highest-quality 
care possible.

That commitment is shared across  
the entire Shore family and strengthened 
every day by our Quality and Regulatory 
team, led by Valerie DeJoseph, who 
has spent more than two decades 
helping keep the organization focused 
on what matters most: safe, consistent, 
and exceptional care for every patient 
we serve.

Over the past year, that deeply rooted 
culture and shared commitment has 
led to multiple national recognitions 
that reflect the compassion, dedication, 
and teamwork that define Shore every 
day. From patient safety and clinical 
quality to regulatory excellence, these 
honors affirm what our patients, 
employees, donors, and community 
have long known: exceptional care is 
right here at Shore.

Leapfrog Top General 
Hospital
In December 2025, Shore was named 
a Leapfrog Top General Hospital — 
one of  only 52 hospitals in the nation 
to receive this distinction. Top Hospital 

hospital and spoke with staff at every 
level. The result: zero condition-level 
deficiencies.

Just as importantly, surveyors observed 
strong teamwork, professionalism, and 
a culture of  openness and continuous 
improvement — qualities patients 
experience every day at Shore.

“Earning a strong  Joint Commission 
survey result is not just about meeting 
standards,” DeJoseph says. “It reflects 
the daily discipline of  our teams who 
work together, stay accountable to one 
another, and never lose sight of  patient 
safety.”

Built on Donor and 
Community Support
These achievements are not accidental. 
They are the result of  ongoing 
investments in people, technology, 
training, and infrastructure, made 
possible in part through the generosity 
of  our community.

Support from our donors funds critical 
safety equipment, staff education, 
infection prevention initiatives, and 
programs that strengthen care across 
the organization. It supports the 
frontline work that prevents errors 
before they reach patients, the teams 
refining protocols to reduce risk, and the 
culture that empowers every employee 
to speak up and improve care.

For patients, families, and visitors 
across our region, these honors provide 
reassurance that nationally recognized 
care is available close to home. For 
donors and supporters, they reflect what 
community partnership makes possible.

Every contribution strengthens the 
people, programs, and systems behind 
these accomplishments and helps Shore 
continue advancing safe, compassionate, 
high-quality care for the community 
we are privileged to serve today and for 
generations to come. 

Award-Winning Care, Right Here at Shore
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Lisa DiTroia, Director of  the Shore Auxiliary, and 
thrift shop volunteer Ellen Grossman hold historic 
newspaper articles highlighting the Auxiliary’s 
support of  Shore Medical Center in the 1950s. 
Today, that legacy continues through fundraising 
events and volunteer-run programs, including the 
Shore Auxiliary Thrift Shops, whose proceeds help 
support the Auxiliary’s annual gift to Shore.

Your Gifts in Action: Infusion Therapy & Expanded  
Sensory Care

For infusion therapy patients, comfort makes all the difference during 
long treatment sessions. That’s why Shore donor Ed Gurwicz, third 
from left, made a generous gift to purchase a new treatment chair for 
Shore’s Infusion Therapy Department. The chair is the first replaced 
since the department opened with the Surgical Pavilion in 2011 and 
offers heat and massage, a USB port, and enhanced comfort. We’re 
grateful for Mr. Gurwicz’s gift that ensures patients receive the high 
level of  comfort and care they deserve.

Shore Medical Center has 
expanded sensory-friendly 
care for patients receiving 
respiratory therapy and 
radiology services thanks 
to generous support 
from the Eagles Autism 
Foundation and Mike 
and Jeannie Monichetti. 
Their gifts funded mobile 
sensory carts with tools 
that help patients feel 
safer and more relaxed 
during X-rays, CT scans, 
nebulizer treatments, 
and more. From 
calming image projectors 
(pictured) during an 
X-ray, to sensory toys, 
quiet nebulizers, and 
kid-friendly masks, 
these donor-funded 
resources help ensure 
we’re always ready to 
provide personalized, 
compassionate care.

The Auxiliary: Building Shore, Then and Now
 

From its earliest days, Shore 
has been built by people who 

believed in local healthcare. Some 
provided care at the bedside. Others 
supported that care through service 
and philanthropy.

Few organizations have had a greater 
impact on our history and success than 
the Shore Auxiliary.

Formed in 1934 to support Atlantic 
Shores Hospital, the Auxiliary was 
rechartered in 1940 alongside the 
newly established Shore Memorial 
Hospital.

From card games and luncheons to 
golf  tournaments and fashion shows, 
Auxilians found creative ways to 
rally support for the hospital in those 
early days. Their efforts helped fund 
hospital needs, support patient care, 
and make quality healthcare close to 
home possible.

Many of  those traditions continue 
today. The Auxiliary’s annual golf  
tournament, first held in 1955, 
remains a beloved spring tradition. 
This year, the Shore Auxiliary 
Thrift Shop Fashion Show returned 

to the historic Flanders Hotel in 
Ocean City, reconnecting today’s 
Auxilians with a fashion show tradition 
celebrated there as far back as 1957.

Yet the Auxiliary’s impact extends 
far beyond special events. Today, 
Auxilians continue that legacy 
through volunteer service, 
fundraising efforts, and the Shore 
Auxiliary Gift Shop and Thrift 
Shops, which remain an important 
source of  support for Shore.

To every Auxilian, past and present: 
thank you. Your dedication has 
helped build a stronger hospital and 
a healthier community.

The Auxiliary is always looking for 
more members to help continue the 
next chapter of  Shore’s history. To 
join the Auxiliary or volunteer at the 
Shore Auxiliary Gift Shop or Thrift 
Shops, call 609-653-4646.

4 SHORE CONNECTIONS I SPRING/SUMMER 2026
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We extend our heartfelt gratitude to those who give $5,000+ annually to advance care at Shore Medical Center.  
An asterisk denotes members of the DiOrio Society, honoring those whose planned gifts help care for future generations. 

We’re also grateful to our anonymous donors for their lasting impact.

Anonymous
Adams-Perfect Funeral Homes, Inc.
Anna J. Articolo-Raab in memory of  
Dr. Richard L. Raab
Kathy & Michael Azeez
Vincent & Kimberly Azzarello
David & Cheryl Bacharach
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Bassman
Gail & Steve Batzer
Debbie Beck*
Morris S. and Florence H. Bender 
Foundation
Mark Benevento
Lee & Catherine Bergen*
The Family of  Joseph V. Curcio
David & Michelle Beyel
David & Sandra Beyel
Charles & Susan Biscieglia*
The Broadley Family
Maripeg Bruder
Marlene Buckley in memory of   
Robert Buckley
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Cacossa
Anthony & Virginia Cannata*
Ernest & Carol Casaccio
Tyler & Darcy Casaccio
Robert & Pamela Chandler
Dr. Cherryl Christensen  
& Dr. Walter Hulon
Mr. & Mrs. Agostino Cipollini
Mr. Ralph Clayton  
Brian & Kerri Coggins
Tripp & Arleen Coggins
Barbara Cohen in memory of   
David Cohen
The Crooks Family
John & Dian Dabek
Dr. & Mrs. Fernando Delasotta
Tony & Tina DeSantis
The Desiderio Family
Dietz & Watson Inc.
John & Kathleen Donnelly
William & Maryann Duffy
Cyndy & Allan Edmund
Dan & Anita Fisher
Jill & Mark Fishman
Nancy Fissel
David & Elizabeth Frank
Tony & Cricket Frank
Paulajane & William Frankel
Mr. James Fraser*
Tony & Janet Galante
Dr. Leonard & Judith Galler

Mary Garrett*
Circle Liquor Store - Jeanette Giemza
Guy & Carol Giordano
The Glenn Family
Andi Goldberg
Daniel Goldberg & Family
Howard & Margaret Goldberg
Richard Graham
Leon Grisbaum in memory of   
Elizabeth Grisbaum
Michael & Susan Gross*
Ed Gurwicz
Joe & Kathy Gurwicz
Mr. & Mrs. Al Gutierrez
Alicia & Patrick Halliday
Janie & Scott Halliday
Viking / Healey Family
Rick & Nancy Heichemer
Corinne & Thomas Heist
Douglas Heun in memory of  June Heun
Jim & Linda Houck
Mr. & Mrs. David R. Hughes
Fox Real Estate - Gary & Denise Jessel
Sandra Kahn
Russ & Barbara Kelly
Eleanor Kennedy
Aileen & Frank Kevane
Jean Kirchhoff in loving memory of   
Bill Kirchhoff
The Lenore M. and Howard L.  
Klein Foundation, Inc.
Paul Koelling
Dr. & Mrs. Edmund J. Koenke
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Kohler
Ken & Shelley Koreyva
Di & Dallas Krapf
Ed & Linda Kuehnle
Mary Anne Kull
Mr. & Mrs. Francis Lamb
Donald & Elvira Laricks
Linda & Keith Leonard
Mark J. Lippman
Pete Madden & Family
Gregory & Priscilla Matuson
William G. McCullough
Thomas McGowan &  Family
Lynn McIntyre & Stephen Flanagan
Frank & Nancy McKeaney
In memory of  Mike & Letty McKenna*
McMahon Family
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Mericle
Laura Messner
The Messner Foundation

Mary M. Millar
Barbara Mintz
Christopher & Andrea Monihan
Holly Monihan
The Morello Family
Terrence Much in honor & memory of   
son Mark Much*
Mr. Karl Multhaup*
Mac & Ginny Peter
Mr. & Mrs. David M. Phillips Sr. and Family
Matthew Piskun
K. Ronald & Eileen Pitel*
Caroline & Richard Pitman*
Dr. Constance Jenkins Pritchard*
Laura L. Pritchard*
Leslie Pritchard Ward*
John & Marty Quinn
In memory of  Jane Rakestraw
Dave & Sandy Reif
Barbara & Michael Ridge, Sr.
Beau & Alyson Ridge
Thomas & Lisa Ritter
Jean D. Robinson*
Linda S. Rothermel
Linda Scarborough
Milton Schamach Foundation, Inc.
Drs. Raymond & Nancy Schreyer
Jonathan Shiekman
Jill & Kyle Shultz
The Sidewater Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. George Siganos
Jack M. Soble Family Foundation
Dr. Angelo & JoAnne Sparagna
Ronald & Kathleen Stablini
In memory of  Harold & Arlene Sukonik*
In memory of  Dr. Robin Carter, Obstetrics
Brenda & Terry Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. George Tzaferos
Bernice vanSteyn-Weiss*
The Vaughn’s
Theresa Welsh*
Burt & Susan Wilkins
Dr. John Wilson & Family
Robert & Elizabeth Wood
Keith & Karen Zaid

LIGHTKEEPER’S SOCIETY DONORS 

Welcome to our  
Newest Members
Jody & Jill Levchuk
Jeff & Marie Taylor
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STAINTON SOCIETY DONORS
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to those who give $500–$4,999 annually in support of patient care at Shore Medical Center.  

Bolded names reflect generous donors who recently increased their giving levels. To join, visit www.GivetoShore.org  
or call Mary McGuckin at 609-653-3800.

Stainton Leader ($2500 - $4999) 
Mr. Edward Brosnan
Marilouise Berdow
David & Andrea M. Perry
Bob & Martha Edmunds
Frank Shoemaker & Lori Datti
Christine & Richard Gray

Stainton Advocate ($1000 - $2499)
Anonymous
Maryanne Adams,
Anna J. Articolo-Raab in memory of  
Dr. Richard L. Raab
Atlantic Cape May Building  
Trades Council
Ron Beaver in memory of  Beth Beaver
Elliot & Adrienne Beinfest
David L. Blecker, MD
Harry Brooks & Meredith Rapp
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Cahill
Steve & Lynn Coates
John & Susan Curry
Valerie M. DeJoseph
Chris Ferry
The Fox Foundation
Stan & Jennifer Gardner
Mei Shan Gavrell
Anthony Genuardi
Dr. & Mrs. Michael J. Ginieczki
Peter & Mary Goodwin
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gordon
John & Danielle Gosner
Mr. Timothy Hanlon
Dr. & Mrs. Daniel Jacoby
Lawrence K. Leonard
Patrick & Cynthia O’Hara
Ms. Georgette Oliver
Ulices Perez, MD & Aixell Mercedes, MD
Bruce & Pat Rambo
Diane Ramftl
Ralph Schiavo
U.A. Local Union 322
Dante & MaryAnn Mazza Vergulti
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Weber
Adam & Megan Williamson
Dr. & Mrs. William M. Wixted
Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Wood

Stainton Supporter ($500 - $999)
Anonymous
David & Kendra Allegretto

Robert & Christine Allen
Steven & Donna Ang
Alexander J. Barrera &  
Alexa D’Amato Barrera
Mr. Saeed Bhatti
Richard & Deborah Booth
Jim Bourgeois
Shannon Burke
Scott & Susie Cable; in memory of   
Arthur T. Ford III
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick J. Cantz
Paul & Jill Casaccio
Clayton Companies
Charles & Nancy Cristella
In memory of  William & Alice Crockford
Patricia Crowley
Dennis DiOrio
F. Joseph & Stacey H. DiOrio
Lynda C. Donovan
Patricia A. Dougherty
William & Muriel Elliott -  
Hero Campaign
Nini Feldman
Fred & Nancy Fontana
Richard & Stacy Ford in memory of   
Arthur T. Ford III
Dr. & Mrs. Brett Foxman
Jay & Angela Gerken
Dr. & Mrs. Gary M. Glass
Robert & Marilyn Gray
Curtis & Linda Gronert
Mr. & Mrs. Al Gutierrez
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Himmelstein
Terri Horner
Ms. Courtney Humphrey
Mrs. Carole Hyman
Dawn Jarrin
Mrs. C. James Kavle
John & Dale Keating DMD
George & Mary Denise Koch
Tom & Donna Major
Mrs. Susan McAfee
Jeannette McAllister
Robert McGinty
Mary & Michael McGuckin
Neil & Barbara McPeak
Brendan Meyer &  
Jennifer Donovan Meyer
Cindy Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Overlan
Mr. Jesus Pagan
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Christine Bracey 
Stainton Supporter
Patrick Capriotti 
Stainton Supporter
Robert (Ralph) Clayton 
Stainton Supporter
Interstate Outdoor Advertising 
Stainton Supporter
George & Mary Denise Koch 
Stainton Supporter
Ocean City Firefighters 
Stainton Supporter
Ocean City PBA Local 61 
Stainton Supporter
Mr. Jonathan Wallace Jr 
Stainton Leader

Ken Page in memory of   
Fr. Don Page
John,  Jennifer & Isabella Panico
Caroline & Richard Pitman
Victor & Marie Plumbo
Dr. & Mrs. James M. Pond
Howard & Betsy Reed
Joseph & Pam Rico
Mr. Robert Robertson
R2Architects, LLC
Robert Sabarre
Dr. Vinayak & Shilpa Sabnis
Abraham Schiff
Kenneth Schwab, MD
Dr. Judith Schwartz
Marlene M. Sheppard
Mr. & Mrs. Leo Sniger
Lilia Sollish
Morton & Barbara Spiegel
Mimi Spitalnick
John & Rita Stauffer
John & Alice Stull
Rick & Millie Traa
Victor A. Urbon
Ms. Calla Waldron-Buck
Eileen Wenzke 
Robert Wisler
Mr. Theodore V. Wood
Dr. Patrick F. Zazzaro


